
October	
  1,	
  2011	
  
	
  
Indiana	
  Journalism	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame	
  
Selection	
  Committee	
  
	
  
Greetings:	
  
	
  
I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  add	
  three	
  new	
  letters	
  of	
  support	
  to	
  the	
  dossier	
  of	
  Maggie	
  Balough	
  
Hillery	
  for	
  consideration	
  for	
  the	
  Indiana	
  Journalism	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame.	
  	
  
	
  
Karen	
  Braeckel	
  is	
  director	
  of	
  the	
  Hoosier	
  State	
  Press	
  Association	
  Foundation	
  and	
  
has	
  worked	
  with	
  Maggie	
  directly	
  on	
  projects	
  using	
  IUPUI	
  journalism	
  students.	
  	
  
	
  
Keith	
  Robinson	
  was	
  the	
  Indiana	
  AP	
  bureau	
  chief	
  and	
  is	
  now	
  with	
  Purdue	
  University.	
  
Keith	
  knows	
  about	
  Maggie’s	
  efforts	
  to	
  bring	
  the	
  latest	
  in	
  AP	
  technology	
  to	
  the	
  
electronic	
  news	
  enterprise	
  at	
  IUPUI.	
  	
  
	
  
Trevor	
  Brown,	
  dean	
  emeritus	
  of	
  the	
  IU	
  School	
  of	
  Journalism,	
  describes	
  Maggie	
  as	
  
“…one	
  of	
  the	
  School’s	
  most	
  distinguished	
  alumnae.”	
  Trevor	
  is	
  a	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame	
  
inductee.	
  
	
  
Maggie	
  left	
  the	
  university	
  last	
  summer	
  to	
  manage	
  the	
  news	
  desk	
  of	
  the	
  national	
  
United	
  Methodist	
  Church.	
  Due	
  to	
  the	
  church’s	
  vast	
  international	
  missions,	
  she	
  is	
  
essentially	
  managing	
  an	
  international	
  news	
  bureau	
  and	
  serving	
  as	
  editor	
  for	
  staff	
  
journalists	
  and	
  freelance	
  journalists	
  and	
  photojournalists	
  around	
  the	
  world.	
  Stories	
  
encompass	
  both	
  traditional	
  print	
  and	
  new	
  media.	
  Recent	
  story	
  headlines	
  are	
  in	
  
indication	
  of	
  the	
  scope	
  of	
  the	
  news	
  desk:	
  
	
  
Volunteers	
  bring	
  help	
  to	
  N.D.	
  heartbroken	
  
New	
  same-­‐sex	
  blessing	
  complaint	
  filed	
  
Network	
  empowers	
  young	
  African	
  women	
  
Young	
  Malawi	
  churches	
  tackle	
  big	
  issues	
  
160	
  join	
  Alabama	
  immigration	
  law	
  discussion	
  
	
  
Maggie’s	
  career	
  accomplishments	
  are	
  impressive	
  and	
  include	
  being	
  a	
  newspaper	
  
editor,	
  magazine	
  editor,	
  student	
  news	
  media	
  advisor	
  and	
  exemplary	
  teacher.	
  She	
  
has	
  excelled	
  in	
  all	
  of	
  these	
  areas	
  as	
  the	
  support	
  letters	
  attest.	
  She	
  is	
  fully	
  deserving	
  
of	
  induction	
  into	
  the	
  Indiana	
  Journalism	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame.	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  
James	
  W.	
  Brown,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor	
  Emeritus	
  and	
  Executive	
  Associate	
  Dean	
  Emeritus	
  
2009	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame	
  
	
  









30	
  September	
  2011	
  

	
  

Selection	
  Committee	
  

Indiana	
  Journalism	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame	
  

Dear	
  Committee	
  Members,	
  

I	
  write	
  in	
  enthusiastic	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  nomination	
  of	
  Maggie	
  Balough	
  Hillery	
  to	
  the	
  
Indiana	
  Journalism	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame.	
  	
  

In	
  her	
  career	
  in	
  journalism,	
  Maggie	
  has	
  excelled	
  as	
  reporter,	
  editor,	
  publisher,	
  
leader,	
  innovator	
  and	
  educator.	
  	
  	
  For	
  much	
  of	
  it,	
  she	
  has	
  found	
  resources	
  and	
  energy	
  
to	
  perform	
  two	
  or	
  more	
  of	
  these	
  roles	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time.	
  	
  	
  I	
  know	
  her	
  best	
  as	
  teacher.	
  	
  
She	
  taught	
  reporting,	
  writing	
  and	
  media	
  management	
  in	
  Indiana	
  University’s	
  School	
  
of	
  Journalism	
  at	
  Bloomington	
  and	
  Indianapolis	
  for	
  the	
  last	
  eight	
  years	
  of	
  my	
  
deanship.	
  	
  Then	
  we	
  appointed	
  her	
  publisher	
  of	
  The	
  Sagamore	
  at	
  IUPUI.	
  	
  We	
  were	
  
delighted	
  that	
  students	
  had	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  learn	
  from	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  School’s	
  most	
  
distinguished	
  alumnae.	
  	
  	
  

Maggie’s	
  transition	
  into	
  teaching	
  and	
  advising	
  revealed	
  the	
  depth	
  of	
  her	
  passion.	
  	
  	
  
She	
  is	
  not	
  casual	
  about	
  her	
  convictions	
  and	
  commitments.	
  	
  	
  I	
  remember	
  her	
  coming	
  
into	
  the	
  main	
  office	
  from	
  of	
  one	
  of	
  her	
  first	
  magazine	
  writing	
  courses.	
  	
  She	
  was	
  in	
  a	
  
state	
  between	
  simmer	
  and	
  boil.	
  	
  	
  The	
  students,	
  she	
  declared,	
  were	
  barely	
  literate	
  
dilettantes.	
  	
  My	
  sense	
  is	
  that	
  her	
  early	
  experience	
  as	
  publisher	
  of	
  The	
  Sagamore	
  was	
  
similar.	
  	
  Fierce	
  in	
  her	
  defense	
  externally	
  of	
  the	
  students’	
  independence	
  from	
  
administrative	
  prickliness	
  and	
  control,	
  Maggie	
  made	
  clear	
  that	
  internally	
  students	
  
had	
  to	
  earn	
  their	
  independence.	
  	
  	
  She	
  had	
  little	
  tolerance	
  for	
  those	
  who	
  wanted	
  to	
  
play	
  at	
  journalism.	
  	
  She	
  was	
  always	
  prepared	
  to	
  adjust	
  and	
  experiment	
  with	
  her	
  
teaching	
  and	
  advising	
  strategies	
  and	
  practices,	
  but	
  not	
  with	
  her	
  expectations	
  of	
  
professional	
  standards	
  and	
  performance.	
  	
  	
  

Maggie	
  was	
  an	
  invaluable	
  role	
  model	
  for	
  all	
  students,	
  but	
  particularly	
  for	
  female	
  
students,	
  who	
  make	
  up	
  70	
  per	
  cent	
  of	
  the	
  School’s	
  enrollment.	
  	
  	
  She	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
lamentably	
  few	
  women	
  of	
  her	
  generation	
  to	
  rise	
  to	
  the	
  editorship	
  of	
  a	
  major	
  
newspaper	
  and	
  worked	
  to	
  diversify	
  the	
  newsroom	
  of	
  the	
  Austin	
  (Texas)	
  American-­
Statesman	
  at	
  a	
  time	
  when	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  women	
  in	
  management	
  and	
  of	
  minorities	
  in	
  
journalism	
  was	
  shamefully	
  low.	
  	
  	
  Maggie	
  with	
  a	
  cause	
  in	
  her	
  sights	
  is	
  a	
  formidable	
  
advocate	
  and	
  activist.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



Her	
  time	
  with	
  the	
  School	
  coincided	
  with	
  the	
  revolution	
  in	
  communication	
  
technologies	
  and	
  in	
  audiences’	
  and	
  advertisers’	
  use	
  of	
  online,	
  interactive	
  ways	
  of	
  
information	
  gathering	
  and	
  communication.	
  	
  Maggie	
  revels	
  in	
  change	
  and	
  is	
  endlessly	
  
fertile	
  with	
  ideas.	
  	
  	
  She	
  was	
  quick	
  to	
  develop	
  an	
  online	
  version	
  of	
  the	
  paper	
  as	
  
preface	
  to	
  its	
  publication	
  on	
  the	
  Web.	
  	
  In	
  and	
  out	
  of	
  class,	
  Maggie’s	
  students	
  were	
  
learning	
  to	
  perform	
  effectively	
  on	
  paper,	
  on	
  air,	
  online	
  and	
  on	
  deadline.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

In	
  this	
  time	
  of	
  buy-­‐outs	
  and	
  lay-­‐offs,	
  journalism	
  education	
  can	
  be	
  the	
  beneficiary	
  of	
  
the	
  very	
  qualified,	
  very	
  available	
  unemployed.	
  	
  	
  The	
  danger	
  is	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  
constituency	
  of	
  the	
  bitter	
  and	
  aggrieved,	
  unable	
  to	
  stop	
  themselves	
  from	
  taking	
  out	
  
their	
  sense	
  of	
  the	
  news	
  industry’s	
  betrayal	
  on	
  the	
  young.	
  	
  	
  Maggie	
  Balough	
  Hillery	
  
has	
  endured	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  vicissitudes	
  of	
  late	
  20th	
  and	
  early	
  21st	
  century	
  journalism	
  in	
  
the	
  United	
  States.	
  	
  But	
  her	
  passionate	
  convictions	
  about	
  journalism’s	
  critical	
  role	
  in	
  
democracy	
  are	
  undimmed.	
  	
  She	
  is	
  an	
  inspiration.	
  	
  As	
  practitioner	
  and	
  teacher,	
  she	
  is	
  
thoroughly	
  worthy	
  of	
  membership	
  in	
  the	
  Indiana	
  Journalism	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame.	
  

Sincerely,	
  

	
  

Trevor	
  R.	
  Brown,	
  Professor	
  Emeritus	
  and	
  former	
  Dean	
  

School	
  of	
  Journalism,	
  Indiana	
  University	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  	
  	
  












































































